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Vayikra

The Call

s t Was never my ambition or aspiration to be a rabbi. I went to uni-
versity to study economics. I then switched to philosophy. I also had a
fascination with the great British courtroom lawyers, legendary figures
like Marshall Hali, Rufus Isaacs, and F. E. Smith. To be sure, relatively
late, I bad studied for the rabbinate, but that was to become literate in

bmy own Jewish heritage, not to pursue a career.

\y

What changed me, professionally and existentially, was my second

major yehidut — face-to-face conversation - with the Lubavitcher Rebbe,

in Jenuary 1978. To my surprise, he vetoed all my career options: econo-
mist, lawyer, academic, even becoming a rabbi in the United States. My
task, he said, was to train rabbis. There were too few people in Britain
going into the rabbinate and it was my mission to change that.

What is more, he said, I had to become a congregational rabbi,
not as an end in itself but so that my students could come and see how
I gave sermons (1 can still hear in my mind’s ear how he said that word
with a marked Russian accent: sirmons). He was also highly specific as
to where I was to work: in Jews” College (today; the London School of
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is real falth in God, there can be no social immorsality, no embezzlement, no perjury. bteaung em-
bezzling, and perjury are the result of a secular ethic, of a man who wants to build his own moral
world-and be the legislator of a moral law which he himseif has created.
The- Tosefta continues with a very sirange story. Rabbi Reuven once spent a Shabbos in Tibenas.
f(He met 2 philosophet who asRett ¥ argtetith: Who is to be held in contempt and hated? Whom
should society consider a contemptible creature? Rabbi Reuven answered that society should hate
the atheist, the agnostic, the skeptic, one who denies the existence of his Maker.
The philosopher did not understand. He asked, “How is this so? Why should a non-believer
he held in contempt and hate? Tsn't faith the private affair of the individual? His skepticism is not
/ﬂharmful to sociery!” Rabbi Reuven answered, Honor thy father and mother, Thou shall rot kill, Thou
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shall not commit adultery, Thow shalt not steal; there is no man who can violate these precepts unless he

. has denied the existence of his Maker.
@ The phﬂoggpher had expected Rabbi Reuven to answer that only the fiends of society, the

argh-criminals who inflict harm upon Sthers, deserve to be hated, but not the Innocent agnestic or

athelst The answer Lo the philosophers question came swittly and umeguivocaily. Lhe absence of
| eventually lead to the breakdown of social morality. Corruprion of man 18 Ustiered

Q) (ﬂ faith in God wil
(‘ inye eTack of faithin

“The crux of social ethms is faith in a transcendental, personal God who expects man 1o imitate
Him. At the beginning, the skeptics said that the comrmandments I am the Lord, your God and You
shall nat have the gods of others in My presence are socially irrelevant, since it is possible 1o organize &
society on the foundations of a man-made morality. They have finally realized that without I am the
Lord, your God, man forfeirs his ethical sensitivity and becomes oblivious to the most elementary

principles of morality. (Noraos Harav, Vol. 5, pp. 20-23)
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